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 Important Dates

USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for
Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction

$2 million in cooperative agreements is available for local
governments to host Community Compost and Food Waste
Reduction (CCFWR) pilot projects. The cooperative agreements
support projects that develop and test strategies for planning
and implementing municipal compost plans and food waste
reduction plans and they are part of USDA'’s broader efforts to
support urban agriculture.

Learn more about the Cooperative Agreements (LINK TO RELEASE)

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or
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the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business
operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the
application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Expands Aquaculture Disaster Assistance in
Louisiana to Include Fish Raised for Food

In response to catastrophic aquaculture losses due to major winter storms that hit states along
the U.S. Gulf Coast including Louisiana in February, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced a policy change that makes food fish
and other aquatic species eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Previously, only farm-raised game and bait fish were
eligible for death loss ELAP benefits. Beginning June 1, eligible aquaculture producers can
request ELAP assistance for 2021 losses. This policy change is for the 2021 and subsequent
program years.

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-
raised fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions,
including blizzards and wildfires, as determined by the Secretary.

To be eligible, losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2021. For farm-raised fish and
other aquatic species death losses only that occurred prior to June 1, 2021, FSA is waiving
the requirement to file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is

apparent. An aquaculture producer will still need to be able to provide contemporaneous
records upon request to document the eligible loss event and demonstrate the beginning and
ending inventory. The deadline to file an application for payment for the 2021 program year
is Jan. 31, 2022.

Producers must provide acreage reports for the surface acres of water where their aquatic
species are raised. Acreage reports for 2021 must be filed by Sept. 30, 2022.

More Information

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov, the
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options
available for disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim,
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center.
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USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for
Underserved Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm
ownership and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers
and ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without
regard to their individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved
groups are women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and
Asians and Pacific Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a
bank can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to
applicants by FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to
guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest
on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to
producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership
loans and farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans,
FSA offers Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing
needs of small, beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are
available for both ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans,
visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility
requirements outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must
have operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially
participate in the operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning
farmer guidelines, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for
agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to
your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and
be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss
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(also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-
harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit
and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management

options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the
value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and
replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements
NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by
taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can

assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit
needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock,
equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs
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and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources.
Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural
disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP,
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan
options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a
Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service
Center. AlLUSDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-
person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

USDA Announces New Initiative to Quantify
Climate Benefits of Conservation Reserve Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced an
initiative to quantify the climate benefits of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts.
This multi-year effort will enable USDA to better target CRP toward climate outcomes and
improve existing models and conservation planning tools while supporting USDA'’s goal of
putting American agriculture and forestry at the center of climate-smart solutions to address
climate change.

CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation Projects

FSA has historically worked with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation
(MAE) projects to quantify CRP environmental benefits to water quality and quantity, wildlife
and rural economies. The agency will now invest $10 million through this program to measure
and monitor the soil carbon sequestration and other climate and environmental benefits of
conservation practices over the life of CRP contracts.

This effort will allow USDA to better target climate outcomes through CRP while gaining
critical data to calibrate, validate and further improve quantification methods within existing
models and tools. One model of focus is the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which
simulates the movement of carbon and nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the
National Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Data will also be used to strengthen the COMET-Farm
and COMET-Planner tools, which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon sequestration
and greenhouse gas emission reductions based on specific management scenarios.

Request for Proposals

USDA is seeking proposals for projects to survey, sample and measure the climate benefits of
land enrolled in the following CRP practice types over time:

e Predominately Perennial grass with legumes and shrubs, depending on the practice
o Tree
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e Wetland, including both mineral and organic soils and both floodplain and non-
floodplain wetlands

A project can cover one or more of the above practice types and should be for a three- to five-
year term, with the potential for renewal. Projects should be a minimum of $1 million and not
exceed $9 million.

Applications are welcome from all types of organizations, including public, private and
nonprofit institutions. Project proposals can be from a single entity or from a group of partners
who coordinate efforts. Applications from or in partnership with Historically Black Colleges &
Universities (HBCU), Tribal Colleges & Universities (TCU) and Hispanic-Serving Institutions
(HSI) or organizations will be considered as part of the selection process.

The deadline for proposals is July 2, 2021. Visit the request for proposals for more information
on requirements, project deliverables, evaluation criteria and how to submit your proposal.
Visit FSA’s Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation page for additional information on CRP
MAEs.

Conservation Reserve Program

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with an established track
record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and providing
healthy habitat for wildlife.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program agree
to remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. Land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 years, with the option of
re-enroliment. FSA offers multiple CRP signups, including the general signup and continuous
signup — both currently open — as well as CRP Grasslands and pilot programs focused on soil
health and clean water.

In April, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new incentives for
environmental practices and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change
mitigation. This included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and
continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees and permanent
grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. Download our “What's New”
fact sheet to learn more about program updates.

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort to
combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity and natural
resources including our sail, air and water. Through conservation practices and partnerships,
USDA aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income for farmers,
ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these challenges will require
USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA stakeholders,
including State, local and Tribal governments.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring
access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of
income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making
historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and
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committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

Important Dates

e April 5 - CFAP2 reopened for at least 60 days

e June 15 - County Committee nomination period began

e July 5 - USDA Service Centers will be closed in observance of Independence Day
e July 15 - final acreage reporting date for most spring seeded crops

e July 23 - CRP General signup deadline

e Aug. 2 - last day to file County Committee nomination forms at your local USDA
Service Center

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts on your cell phone
regarding important deadlines, reporting requirements and updates. Contact your local FSA
Office for more information.

All USDA Service Centers in Louisiana are currently closed to visitors because of the
pandemic, but Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital
tools.

Call your Service Center to schedule an appointment. You can find contact information at
farmers.gov/service-locator.

Louisiana FSA State Office

3737 Government Street
Alexandria, LA 71302

Phone: 318-473-7721
Fax:844-325-6942

Christine Normand Terrick Boley

Acting State Executive Director AdministrativeFarm Loan Program Chief

Officer terrick.boley@usda.gov
christine.normand@usda.gov

DeWanna Pitman
Farm Program Chief

dewanna.pitman@usda.gov
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